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Attorney^Gette^l^ allegations on MI5 man 


BWteey ‘tried 


, ?*S v" \ , . 


ptp^ttip dead 


By NickDayies 


The .iir^lSnS ;dMcer to ie v 
charged ^wiHi jSpj?4iig ; (Paced. -':lp' •^ 
charges ’ uxiiier the Official . 
Secrets ‘Act;fat ? ;!the JQld ’Bailey 
yesterday in xa^trial wOideh : is 
to 'be held "alrnbSt^eritirely in 
camera. *•- 

During . r a‘ 1 35-minute public ' 
hearing before .the press and 
public . were., excluded the. 
Attorney-General, (i Sir Michael & 
Havers,; said that % Mich ae l Johh > 
Bettaney, aged 34, had decided 
that he should; use his. position 
in * MI5 to^f help- the Soviet 
intelligence service * for ideo* 
i^cal reasons. 

;^£iMicUel> r jol^ \the "jury. : 

“ In some/cases^ *1 * have tor tell e 
you that . the inatiohal interest a 
is.soj great that vl-am, not going 
to show you the material,.' or y 
the-^court indeed,, I haven’t * 
<eiEep seen it myself^ '■ v a 

l 

WWi%& .^rtolni/^ters * 



^charges;t/pagel4i 


whicfe^tfaimply bafcnbf^e/ i n 
the .natiohaiV interest w‘ ^ass 

.Sir Mi^^^tlttiar r inrtiie 
spring and rsbrnpaef-.-bf ‘ 1983 Mr 
Bettaney collected/ a./ store: of 
highly , sensitive.' information 
and tried three/, times , to"’ link 
up with the- KGB, irv London, by 
1 making mldnlj^ht / visits to .. the 
Kensington hojfte of / a ’ Soviet 
official to post introductory let- 
ters through hKyetter^ox. . : 
:-ylri two of ;1'heJ^ ; 

toney had ; ; given/^eta (led ih* ( 
stuctions <to. f es^able/ / the 
official, * Arkady ^.Vasilyevich 
iGoiik, to .pick up thufseCrets on 
•offer from' V dead better boxes V. . 
—4: ; nne r in , the, cistern „o'£/ the 
/lavatory. ‘in a;.;Londoh. 
f M *naa^v9 toe . otftidr! / Iiri’.an 


MJiciiqel - Bettaney— tried to 
.■//* link up with KGB 

empty/beer can at the foot of 
a broken street light 
Mr Bettaney also . included 
with'the letters detailed plans 
for leaving secret messages 
arid - samples, of , secret inform- 
ation y^r background on the 
expulsion of three, Soviet offi- 
cials /in March 1983 arid -..MIS's 
Soviet intelligence service acti- 
vity in London. 

^These vwre intended to show 
Mr, > Bettaney ’s bona fide s Sir 
Michael said. . 

.v, Jin the ; .first. letter, delivered 
at; / midnight on / April 3, Mr 
Bettaney told ; Mr .Gouk that if 
he wanted to' accept the offer 
of information- he should place 
a drayhng pin of any colour at 
the top of the right .hand 
bannister of the stairs leading 
from platforms three and four 
of the Piccadilly line at Picca- 
dilly Underground 1 Station. 
gWhen the drawing pin was 
in place Mr Bettaney would go 
•<5: the Academy One cinema in 
-Oxford Street and strap a 
c|rinistef full of film of classi- 
fied. information underneath 
the lid of the cistern in the 
lien’s lavatory. 

&Mr ;:Gouk would - know that 
the bannister was there when 


he saw that Mr Bettaney had 
placed a small strip of blue 
adhesive tape on the ledge of 
the middle of five telephone 
boxes in Adam and Eve Court 
near Oxford Street. 

But, Sir Michael went on, Mr 
Gouk never left the drawing 
pin at Piccadilly Station, and 
Mr Bettaney concluded, as he 
later told the Special Branch, 
that “after consultation with 
the KGB’s headquarters in 
Moscow, a decision had been 
taken that my offer should not 
be acdepted.” So he tried 
again. 

At midnight on June 12, he 
went again to Mr Gouk’s flat at 
42 Holland Park and put a 
second letter through the letter 
box. This time, Sir Michael 
said, -he asked the Russian to 
indicate his interest by leaving 
his car, parked on the parking 
meters on the north side of 
Hanover Square at lunch-time 
on July 2 or July 4. 

If he did that, the letter had 
said, Mr Bettaney would leave 
a cassette of film in an empty 
Carlsberg lager can at the foot 
of a lamp post, on a footpath 
running parallel to Horsenden 
Lane, Greenford. The lamp 
post had no’ shade and was 
leaning to one side. 

Mr Gouk would’ know that 
the lager can was filled if he ’ 
saw a drawing pin stuck in the - 
right hand side of the bus 
timetable at the bus stop on 
the southern side of Holland 
park Avenue. 

He could tell Mr Bettaney 
that he had collected the cas- 
sette by leaving some orange 
peel at the foot of the right 
hand gate post at the entrance 
to St James’s Gardens, in Mel- 
ton Street, NW1. 

Still, Mr Gouk failed to 
react, Sir Michael said, and on 
July 10, Mr Bettaney tried 
once more although by this 
Turn to back page, col 3 
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‘Dead letter boxes -plan alleged 


cV<i.« **• ( 
■ * * * 


Continued from page one 
time he was, as he told police 
later, “noticeably more- ner- 
vous “ and worried that he , was 1 
under surveillance, ... 

' After awlking ^by the fiat 
several times, he pushed' his 
third letter through the letter- 
box; ■ • 

Unlike the first two, this 
contained no sample' secrets 
and no details of dead “letter 
boxes. Sir Michael said that Mr 
Bettaney simply asked the Rus- 
sian to expect a phone call at 
8.05, 8;15 or 8.25 on the morn- 
ing of July 1 5 arid to indicate 
wiith a , pre-arranged form ,■ of 
words whether he accepted Mr 
Bettaney’s offer. v 
. According, to the .Attorney^. 


General Mr Bettaney called, 
three times and got no answer. 
He concluded - that Mr 1 s .G6uk ' 
had got the'; letter VbuUh^iJ 1 
cided or *■ b e eri bins tr u'cteff ; . fto# 
ignore -the ? phone ; as ; a>wayj.iof i : 
making clear- his refusal -of ‘the 
offer. *S t ii 1 ■ he" persisted, - Sir 
Michael said; '' ' /■* " 

1 He. was *. due f , to . go .. oft . lea-v&j 
on September ‘16 and bookediai 
trip jto Vienna on September 
19- He had done some research 
op Soviet officials in Vienna, jn- 
the .hope , of contacting, them tq, 
pass on: secret information, -but : 
on September-. .16 / he . was 
arrested. .. 

.After 0 being questioned for j 
;three,!4a^ ; iMr , bettaney had* • 
takea Speeiali Branch officers to" 


his home in ..Victoria* Road, 
C.oulsdon, Surrey; and; .sho\yn 
them the hiding: "places - where 
:$e^iwas>> stp^||ig!'.V sensitive : in- 
to’rmation—sjbme'.bf it on film, 
some *ha ndswill t-ten or typed 
frorn. nipmqryb f ‘ ■- • 

.Mr B^ttan^y,. 'who was wear- 
ing- a blue.;.pin-striped suit and 
; ste'el;rimme<!:iF glasses,} denied 
the 'lQ;;;jchi^ges;^— Lsix under 
sectio.ii:>one u ^fiic&^'aliege that 
he communicated or " recorded 
iriformation>?which might « be 
use^ptovia^enemy, a nd four 
under ; sectionv eeven (alleging 
that He . tookv.preparatory steps 
towards communicating secret 
information. 

■tjiisvin.orning. 
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